mgr Przemystaw Brzozowski

Summary of the doctoral dissertation entited: “The direction of changes in the
implementation of municipal tasks in the field of municipal economy

The subject of this doctoral dissertation is the analysis of the legal conditions governing the
performance of municipal tasks in the field of municipal economy and the identification of
directions of change in this area of law. Municipal economy constitutes one of the
fundamental areas of activity of local government units, encompassing the provision of public
services of essential importance for the functioning of local communities, such as water
supply, sewage management, waste management, public transport, and energy supply. Despite
the key role of these services in social and economic life, the legal regulations governing
municipal economy are characterized by a significant degree of fragmentation and
terminological ambiguity.

The aim of the dissertation is to determine whether the currently binding legal provisions
enable a clear definition of the scope of permissible municipal activity in the field of
municipal economy, the proper classification of municipal tasks, and the identification of
permissible organizational and legal forms for performing these tasks. The study also seeks to
assess whether there is a need for legislative changes in this area. The main research
hypothesis assumes that the current legal regulations in the analyzed field are fragmented,
systemically inconsistent, and terminologically ambiguous, which leads to numerous
interpretative doubts both in legal doctrine and in the practical functioning of local
government units. '

The research was conducted using methods typical of legal sciences, in particular the formal-
dogmatic method, the method of logical analysis and construction, the historical method, and
the comparative method. Additionally, the analysis and critique of legal literature, document
analysis, and statistical analysis were used as auxiliary methods.

The dissertation consists of six chapters. Chapter One presents the origins and evolution of
municipal economy law, demonstrating the close relationship between political system
changes and the organization and performance of municipal services. Chapter Two analyzes
the constitutional and legal position of the municipality within the system of local self-
government and its role as the primary entity responsible for the performance of tasks in the
field of municipal economy. Chapter Three examines the permissible organizational and legal
forms of conducting municipal economy by municipalities, indicating the growing role of
commercial companies and the gradual decline in the significance of municipal budgetary
establishments. Chapter Four analyzes the fundamental concepts of municipal economy law,
such as “municipal economy,” “public utility,” and “economic activity of municipalities,”
highlighting their interpretative ambiguity. Chapter Five addresses the classification of
municipal tasks, including the distinction between own tasks, delegated tasks, transferred
tasks, and entrusted tasks, as well as the relationship between national legal terminology and



the concepts used in European Union law. The final chapter presents a comparative analysis
of municipal economy models functioning in selected European countries.

The results of the research make it possible to formulate de lege ferenda conclusions
concerning the need to ensure greater coherence of legal regulations in the field of municipal
economy and to clarify the basic legal institutions determining the scope of municipal activity
in this area. The obtained results may contribute both to the development of the doctrine of
administrative law and municipal economy law, and to the practical functioning of local
government units and supervisory authorities overseeing their activities.
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